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The library follows the McCune-Reishauer system to romanize Korean. This romanization system is based
on the Korean standard pronunciation, when romanization rules conflict with the pronunciation of word.
The following chart shows the basic rules of the romanization.

Note: Uses Diacritical Marks to express certain vowels and consonants for sounds not really available in
Latin alphabet. However, these marks are not needed when searching is done in Melvyl.
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Basic Principles and Examples

1. Each word, including particles, is separated from another word eg. han’'gil nal (3t=
2. A compound word is considered a combination of binary words eg. norae Ui nalgae wi e (=] <] Y7 ¢d)
3. A compound word is divided into binary components according to euphony

eg. han’guk munhak chonjip (3t= £3 #3)

Specific Rules and Examples

1. Write particles as a word separate from the word stem, except as noted in a and b below
eg. noin kwa pada (:=¢1 ¥ ujt})

a) Add a particle as a suffix to a verb stem, adverb, or a simple inflection of the verb stem or adverb.
eg. kanan Ul iginun pép (7t & °]71& H)

b) Write two coordinated particles together as aword, unless one of them is a binary.
eg. hangmun urosd Ui sahak (3} ©. 2 A 9] A}3})

2. Write a simple inflected verb, adjective, or adverb as a separate word or as s suffix jointed to aword,
according to the sense of the element(s) involved.
eg. Choguk Ul chikin yongsa (2= & A7 &A})
Nugu ril wihayd chong Un ullina (¢ = I8l £ & 2}

a) Separate an auxiliary verb, adjective, or adverb, and its inflection, from the word stem.



eg. taortinin pydl (E} L 2+ 1)

b) Separate the auxiliary hada (3}t}), the copulaida (°]t}) eg. sin Un ch’angjoja ida (X = ZFxx} o]t})
3. Write an imperfect noun as a separate word, except as noted in a-b below.
eg. moran kkot p'il murydp (=& % I F9)

a) Write a single syllable, imperfect noun as aword joined to an attributive adjective or to a simple inflected
verb.

eg. sinsa sungny® yordbun (XA} &1 o] 2]

b) Write a single syllable, attributive adjective or prefix as joined as a personal pronoun or imperfect noun.
eg. igdt i sarang ida (°]% ©] A o|t})

4. Write aderived word formed by the addition of a single character modifier, affix, or substantive as a
single word. eg. Han'guk kwa Han’qugin (3= 3} 3k=9l)

a) InaSino-Korean phrase, write a simple inflection of the auxiliary hada (3}t}) and the copulaida (°]t})
joined to the word stem.
eg. ydngwdnhan saengmydng (L3 A1)

b) In aSino-Korean compound, write a single character modifier, affix, or substantive as a separate word.
eg. Han'guk mal (3= )

c) Add the binary chuui (9]) to its modifier as a suffix. If the modifier is a word of foreign orgin, add chuui
after a hyphen. eg. minjujulii (\15-5°2]), kongsanjutli (&-2F5-21), Marikst-chudi (7}2 =1 225-2])

5. Write any binary component of a compound as a single word, when possible.
a) Write a single-character substantive as part of the preceding binary element of a compound. Write a single-
character substantive or an additional modifier together as part of the binary element.

eg. Han’guk chontong yon'gu (¥t= & <1+"), toji kaeryang chohap (EX| 7% =%)

b) If two single-character substantives appear in succession, write the second one as a separate word.
eg. hydndae chakka samsipsamin chip (8t 27} 3323 )

6. Geographical Names and Personal Names

a) Hyphenate a generic term used as part of jurisdiction name, and indicates any phonetic change, except in the
case of the term (pukto) eg. Kangwon - do (% X%), Taegu - si (H74]), Kysngsang - pukto (73735 5)

b) Write a family name consisting of two characters as a single word. eg. Ssnu Chong - won (A1-$- 4 ¢)
Hyphenate a given name in two characters or a courtesy name (in place of a given name), and capitalize only
the first letter of the first syllable. eg. Yi Kwang - su (°] #5), Kim so-wodl (7 449)

The examples that are easy to be mistaken

Euphonic Changes
Consonants 1, &=, H, X at Initial and final positions are voiceless, and are represented by k, t, p, ch, respectively.
eg. 74 7]: kysnggi (0) — gysnggi (X), = H: tongnip (0) — dongnip (x),

53k pukhan (0) — bukhan (x), Z41: chossn (0) — jossn (x)

Family Names

eg. ¥ Pak (0) — park (x) or bak (x), ®: Paek (0) —baek (x)
Z: Cho (0) — jo (x), “d:Ch’ong (0) — jong (x) or jeong (x), “&: Chang (0) — jang (x)
°]:Yi (0) — lee (x), £-: 0O (0)— oh (x)

General examples: A g}: chorhak — cholhak (x), %! g} sirhak — silhak(x)
W53/ 53k nam - pukhan or nam pukhan — nampukhan (x)
Sk-1]/&k 1] han - mi or han mi — hanmi (x), $-/3F ¢ han - il or han il — hanil (x)




