
Datastream Frequently Asked Questions 
 
 
What is Datastream? 
Datastream is a vast, powerful database of market and economic data.   
It is an older database, running on older infrastructure, and has no Web interface.   
 
 
What is Datastream good for? 
Datastream has information on:  
-Individual stocks and bonds 
-Stock and bond indexes 
-Credit default swaps (CDS) 
-Mutual funds 
-Macroeconomic indicators (GDP, FDI, etc.) 
-Foreign exchange 
-Interest rates 
-Commodities 
-Futures 
-Options 
It has both US and worldwide data.   
It has current and historical data – some (but not all!) series go back nearly 40 years.   
 
 
Who can use Datastream? 
Haas School of Business students can access Datastream by logging into the stand-alone terminal 
using their Haas ID and password.   
Department of Economics and other Berkeley students will need to be logged in by a librarian.   
Our license with Datastream does not allow access for those outside the university.   
 
 
How do I access Datastream? 
Datastream is only available on a single stand-alone terminal on the main floor of the library.   
There is no remote or off-campus access.   
The first time you use Datastream, you will need to install it on your user profile.  Instructions 
can be found in the Datastream binder next to the terminal.   



The best way to access the program is via an add-in to Microsoft Excel.   
 

 
 
 
 
There are four steps to every Datastream request:  
 

1. Choose a series. 
2. Choose datatypes. 
3. Specify dates. 
4. Select output options.   

 
Let’s start by searching for data on some individual equities.   



A Basic Request in Datastream:  
Find historical price and volume data for an equity 

 
Suppose we want historical stock price and volume data for Intel.   
 
Go to the "Datastream-AFO” menu in Excel and select “Time Series Request.”   
 
Click on the red arrow to choose your series [1].  The Datastream Navigator will appear.   
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Mouse over the Data Category to make sure you’re searching “Equities” [2].  Enter the company 
name in the “Name” field [3] and click “Search” [4] at the top of the page.   
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When the “Results” page appears, click on the name or mnemonic of the security you want to 
analyze.   
 

 
 



The Navigator window will close automatically, and your chosen series will appear in the “Time 
Series Request” dialog.   
 

 
 
Now it’s time to choose our datatypes.  Click the yellow and white icon [5]. 
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The Navigator will appear again, this time with a list of datatypes.  (Note that not every series 
has data available.  Restricting to “Key Datatypes” produces the most reliable results [6]).   
 
Check the boxes next to your datatypes [7] and click “Use Selected” [8]. 
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The datatypes you chose will appear in the “Time Series Request” dialog.   
 
Finally, choose your date range [9] and output options [10], and click Submit.     
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Your output should look like this: 
 

 


